
Welcome to 
Grade 8 Parent and Guardian 

Information Night

Wednesday February 7, 2024







Human Rights and 
Equity Statement

The Durham District School Board is committed 
to learning environments that are safe, 

welcoming, respectful, equitable, accessible, 
inclusive and free from discrimination while 

placing Human Rights and Equity at the center. 



Welcome

Principal, Jennifer Fletcher

Grade 9 Program Overview

Guidance Counsellor, Aimee Gray

Student Government

Open Doors Richardson



Welcome

J. Fletcher, Principal



Introduction of Administration 
VICE PRINCIPALS Grade Level

Kyle Deegan Grade 9
Helen Lockhart Grade 10

Jennette Walton Grade 11
Susanna Neblett Grade 12



Improving Student Achievement
Student Success, Literacy, Numeracy
Core Common Commitments

Student Well-Being
Welcoming environment
Student recognition
Value Character & Diversity
Co-curricular involvement and performance

School Directions



Aimee Gray
Guidance Counsellor 



Guidance Counsellors and 
Student Success Team

A. Flemming

A. Gray

S. Lamoureux

A. Pearson

1. Personal Counselling
2. Academic Counselling
3. Career Counselling 

Student Success Teacher: A. Dagher



For Grade 8 Students, Parents & Guardians

Focusing our Direction 
for Intentional Transition Planning 
to Secondary School



Families are Vital Partners in Education

~Teens Can Be Resilient in High School, 2016





Equitable Outcomes for All

DDSB Commitment
Ensuring all Grade 8 students transitioning to Grade 9 will make

thoughtful course selection choices reflective of their
commitment to their own potential and success in high school and
beyond.

Ensuring all Grade 8 students have the opportunity to learn about
their strengths and interests while investigating various viable
pathways options for their initial post-secondary destination such
as: Apprenticeship, College, Community Living, University, and the
World of Work.



Pathway Plannin Resources



OSSD Ontario Secondary
School Diploma

What do you need to earn an 
OSSD?



OSSD Requirements
1. 30 Credits to Graduate

19 Compulsory Credits
Commencing September 2024, Grade 9 students will need to

complete a grade 9 or 10 Technology Education Credit
11 Optional Credits

2. 40 Hours of Volunteer Work
Student responsibility
Eligible to start this summer
Tracking forms available online or in the Guidance Office

3. Successful Completion of Literacy Test (OSSLT) or Equivalent
Written in grade 10
Evaluates reading and writing skills

4. Two Online Credits
Recommended for Grade 11/12 courses
More Summer School Courses are online



What Courses will your teen be taking
in Grade 9?

5 Compulsory Credits:
1 Geography
1 English
1 Mathematics
1 Science
1 French

3 Optional Credits:
Arts
Business
Technological Education
Health and Physical

Education
Social Sciences and the

Humanities



For OSSC:
14 Credits (7 Compulsory & 7 Elective)
No Community Involvement
No Literacy Requirement

For COA:
No Credits
No Community Involvement
No Literacy Requirement



Students working towards a 
Certificate of 

Accomplishment may take K-
level courses, which are 
alternative, non-credit 

courses for students with 
special educational needs. 

These courses are designed 
to support the growth of 

fundamental skills, 
independence, and self-care. 

The Certificate of 
Accomplishment is to be 

Ontario Student Transcript. For 
students who have an 

Individual Education Plan (IEP), 
a copy of the IEP may be 

included.



a variety of programs, placements, 
and class types within the DDSB. We strive 

to help every student meet their full potential, 
while fostering the highest level of independence 

possible for each student. 
We work with students, families and board staff to 

support the placement that best 

that is in a regular classroom, 
or for some students, 

in a special education class.



De-Streaming
De-streaming is the process of stopping the harmful practices of forcing students and 

families to select a single pathway for their secondary education. 
By De-streaming grade 9, students and families have an additional year of high school to 
decide on a particular pathway and keep course options open.

In September 2021 all school boards offered De-streamed math (MTH1W)

In September 2022, all school boards will be offering De-streamed science (SNC1W).

In September 2022, the grade 9 applied courses codes for English, Geography, and
French were retired.

In September 2023, all school boards offered De-streamed English (ENL1W).

In September 2024, all school boards offered De-streamed Exploring Canadian
Geography (CGC1W)



INCLUSIVE MINISTRY
DE-STREAMED

curriculum, all high school
students will take the same
Math, Science, English and

Geography course in Grade 9
which will allow for the same

eventual opportunities for all and
an improved ability to pursue the

pathway of their choice after
their K-

(Ontario Ministry of Education,
2021)

MTH1W
SNC1W
ENL1W
CGC1W



set of expectations that are 
appropriate for all students, are 

knowledge and skills in subjects that 
reflect their interest and prepare 
them for active and rewarding 

participation in society. They are not 
designed with the specific 

requirements of university, college, 

(Ontario Schools, Policy and Program 
Requirements, 2016) 





FSF1O



The Grade 9 Program

5 compulsory courses 
+

3 elective courses 

= 8 courses



Grade 9 Compulsory Courses

SUBJECT AREA ACADEMIC ALL INCLUSIVE 
and DESTREAMED

LOCALLY DEVELOPED and 
OPEN

CANADIAN GEOGRAPHY CGC1W1

ENGLISH ENL1W1 ENG1L1

FRENCH FSF1D1 FSF1O1

SCIENCE SNC1W1 SNC1L1

MATHEMATICS MTH1W1 MAT1L1



Frequently Asked Questions

Q: Do all the courses that a student selects have to be from the same 
pathway?

A: NO

Q: Can a student take more than one course in the subject area?

A: YES (For example: ENG1L in Semester 1, ENL1W in semester 2)



Grade 9 Elective Courses

*students select 4 courses
(3+ 1 alternate)

*all elective courses are offered at the 

* Open courses have one set of expectations for 
each subject and are appropriate for ALL 

students





Grade 9 Elective Courses

Music Guitar
Music Instrumental
Music - Vocal
Music - Electronic music
Visual Arts
Drama
Drama Production
Music Theatre-Performance
( 2 credits ADB1O1 & AMU1O1)

AMG1O1
AMI1O1
AMV1O1
AMD1O1
AVI1O1
ADA1O1
ADD1O1
ADB1O1
AMU1O1

THE 
ARTS

STUDENTS ARE REQUIRED TO TAKE AT LEAST ONE ART CREDIT IN HIGH SCHOOL



Grade 9 Elective Courses

Rhythm and Movement CO-ED PAR1O1

Healthy Active Living CO-ED PPL1O1

Healthy Active Living MALE PPL1O3

Healthy Active Living FEMALE PPL1O4

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

STUDENTS ARE REQUIRED TO TAKE AT LEAST ONE PHYS. ED CREDIT IN HIGH 
SCHOOL



Grade 9 Elective Courses

Building the Entrepreneurial Mindset, 
Grade 9, Open (BEM1O)

BEM1O1

BUSINESS

Software application 
Word 
Power point
Excel



Grade 9 Elective Courses

Exploring Family Studies HIF1O1

SOCIAL 
SCIENCE

Learn:

to get along better with friends and family
to eat healthy
to improve communication skills
to spend money wisely
to deal with peer pressure



Exploring Hospitality & Tourism TFJ1O1

Exploring Communication 
Technology

TGJ1O1

TECHNOLOGY

Grade 9 Elective Courses

TFJ1O1
Food preparation
Food handling
Event planning
Local tourism
Origins of foods

TGJ1O1
Communication 
Technology
Design 3D printer



GOOGLE CLASSROOM



COURSE SELECTION

You will select your courses online using the 
myBlueprint website.  



LINK FOR 
MYBLUEPRINT
IS ON GOOGLE 
CLASSROOM



Access myBlueprint:
1. Grade 8 Guidance Google 

Classroom

2. www.myblueprint.ca/ddsb



Login to your myBlueprint account via 
The Log In button



From the Dashboard, click on Plan Courses 







WHEN THINKING ABOUT COURSES 

Reflect 
Personally



Leading up to Grade 9 Day 

December 2023 - Counsellors visit students at their elementary 
school  

February 2024 - Parent/Guardian and Student Information Night 
with counsellors and school administrators and teachers

May 2024 - Mentorship  organizes activities for our incoming 
students

It is our hope that students will be able to recognize at least one 
caring adult in the building.





Student Supports

Guidance Department

Inclusive Student Services 

Student Success Supports



Kirk Brine,
Head of Inclusive Services

(905) 619-9571 Ext: 234258

ROOM 3116

Inclusive Student 
Services



Anna Dagher
Student Success 

ROOM 3108

Student Success



New Registration?

~Please go to our Richardson website for 
registration instructions

~All of our registrations are handled by our 
Guidance Secretary Ms. Jean Hamel 

E-mail: jean.hamel@ddsb.ca



SOCIAL MEDIA 



STUDENT GOVERNMENT

Saanvi Narang
&
Rohan Nagpaul



Thank You for Attending the 
Information Session this Evening!

You are now invited to tour 
the school and see what is 

happening in our 
classrooms.


