
GRADE 9 TO 10 

COURSE 

SELECTION
INTENTIONAL PATHWAY PLANNING



PRESENTATION OVERVIEW
Refining my Pathway Program

Choosing Courses for Grade 10

Choosing Pathways

Course Selection Dates

How to Select Courses



PATHWAY PLANNING 
RESOURCES



OSSD ONTARIO 
SECONDARY
SCHOOL DIPLOMA

What do you need to earn 

an OSSD?



OSSD REQUIREMENTS
30 Credits to Graduate

18 Compulsory Credits

12 Optional Credits

40 Hours of Community Involvement
Student responsibility

Tracking forms available online or in the Guidance 

Office

Successful Completion of Literacy Test 

(OSSLT) or Equivalent

Written in grade 10

Evaluates reading and writing skills

Two Online Credits
Recommended for Grade 11/12 courses

More Summer School Courses are online



WHAT COURSES WILL YOUR 
TEEN BE TAKING IN GRADE 
10? 8 TOTAL CREDITS/COURSES

5 COMPULSORY CREDITS 3 OPTIONAL CREDITS

0.5 Civics

O.5 Careers

1 English

1 Mathematics

1 Science

1 History

Arts

Business Studies

Computer Studies

Languages (French & Spanish)

Health and Physical Education

Social Sciences or Humanities



For OSSC:
• 14 Credits (7 Compulsory & 7 Elective)

• No Community Involvement

• No Literacy Requirement

For COA:
• No Credits

• No Community Involvement

• No Literacy Requirement



MANY PATHS TO SUCCESS
Students’ strengths and needs can be met through 

a variety of programs, placements, and class types 

within the DDSB. We strive to help every student 

meet their full potential, while fostering the highest 

level of independence possible for each student. 

We work with students, families and board staff to 

support the placement that best meets the 

students’ learning profile, whether that is in a 

regular classroom, or for some students, in a 

special education class.



KEY POINTS TO CONSIDER

• Start your pathway and career 

research now!

• Choose courses wisely for 

graduation and future pathway 

requirements

• Consult your parents or 

guardians, teachers, and 

counsellor.



TYPES OF 
COURSES 
IN GRADE 10

ACADEMIC 
COURSES

Academic courses develop 
student’s knowledge and skills by 
emphasizing theoretical, abstract 
applications of the essential 
concepts while incorporating 
practical applications, as 
appropriate.

Students have strong work habits, 
and are able to make connections 
and problem solve. 

THIS PATHWAY LEADS TO MIXED 
AND UNIVERSITY COURSES IN 
GRADE 11 AND 12.



TYPES OF 
COURSES 
IN GRADE 10

APPLIED 
COURSES

Applied courses develop 
students’ knowledge and skills by 
emphasizing practical, concrete 
applications of the essential 
concepts while incorporating 
theoretical elements. 

Students work best with practical, 
concrete applications, enjoy
discussions, and make 
connections to their own lives. 

THIS PATHWAY LEADS TO MIXED 
AND COLLEGE COURSES IN 
GRADE 11 AND 12.



TYPES OF 
COURSES 
IN GRADE 10

LOCALLY 
DEVELOPED AND 
OPEN COURSES

LOCALLY DEVELOPED

Locally Developed courses focus 
on relevant and practical 
activities that provide 
opportunities to develop literacy, 
numeracy, problem-solving, 
decision-making, and 
communication skills.

OPEN

Open Courses are designed to 
broaden student’s knowledge and 
skills in subject areas that reflect 
their interests.



PATHWAYS AND TYPES OF 
COURSES IN GRADE 11 AND 12
Course Type Pathway

College (C) knowledge and skills needed for most college programs, apprenticeships 

or other training programs

Open (O) appropriate for all students, design to broaden student’s knowledge and 

skills in subject areas that reflect their interest

University/College Mixed 

(M)

knowledge and skills needed to meet entrance requirements for specific 

programs Colleges or Universities

University (U) knowledge and skills needed to meet entrance requirements for 

University Programs

Workplace (E) knowledge and skills needed to meet the expectations of employers or 

admission to specific apprenticeships/training programs



SELECTING 
YOUR PATHWAY

When choosing a pathway consider the 

following:

 Learning style, areas of interest, and possible 

destination requirements.

 Be realistic about your pathway choices and changes.

 Academic Achievement – learning skills, report card 

marks, report card comments.



HELPFUL WEBSITES
www.myblueprint.ca

Ontario Universities– www.ontariouniversitiesinfo.ca

Ontario Colleges – www.ontariocolleges.ca

Ontario’s Tranfer and Pathway Guide – ontransfer.ca



REFINING MY 
PATHWAY –
ACTION PLAN

 Complete Individual Pathways Plan (IPP) through 

myBlueprint

 Discuss and Explore possible pathways and 

destinations on myBlueprint with your child

 Read the “Refining my Pathway” Student Transition 

Guide with your child available on the DDSB website

 Discuss the “Career Life Planning Process” found in 

the Transition Guide

 Review your grade 9 Report Card, learning skills and 

marks

 Select Courses through Course Planner in 

myBlueprint



MYBLUEPRINT COURSE 
SELECTION

Students will enter course 

into their High School 

planner on myBlueprint

After they have submitted
their course selection
student will enter your
email for your approval:



SUMMER SCHOOL
Summer School information:

 Credit Recovery (courses with a mark of less than 50%)  - (2 weeks).

 New credit, full make-up (passed courses students wish to upgrade, and online 

(4 weeks).

Summer school registration occurs in myBlueprint along with course selection



SUMMER SCHOOL DATES
July eLearning/Full Credit July 2 – 25

July Credit Recovery Semester One July 2 – 12

July Credit Recovery Semester Two July 15 - 25

Co operative Education July 2 – August 2

eLearning extended July 2 – August 2-

August eLearning July 29 – August 20



COURSE SELECTION
Choose carefully!

Do not plan to change courses later as they may no longer be available!

Complete by deadline!

Online entry date may impact the courses you get.

Courses you select now will determine which courses will be offered next year! 



COURSE SELECTION 
IMPORTANT DATES
Tuesday, February 13, 2024 @ 

10:00 am 

myBlueprint OPENS for Course 

Selection 

Monday, February 26, 2024 @ 

4:00 pm 

myBlueprint CLOSES for Course 

Selection

Summer School Registration 

begins February 13, 2024
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